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1 . The applicant requested examination as to substance and examination has been carried out on the 
above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law of the 
People's Republic of Cluna(hereinafter referred to as "the Patent Law"). 

□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 

35(2) of the Patent Law. 

2. H The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 

filed in JP on Mar. 14, 2001 , filed in on , 

filed in on , filed in on , 

filed in on , filed in on , 

The applicant has provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the 
priority application(s) was/were filed and therefore the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have 
been made under Article 30 of the Patent Law. 

□ The application is a PCT continuation. 

3. □ The applicant submitted amendments to the application on and on , wherein 

the amended submitted on and 

the amended submitted on are not acceptable, 

because said amendments do not comply with □Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□Rule SI of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
The specific reasons why the amendments are not allowable are set forth in the text portion of this 
Notification. 

4. H Examination as to substance was directed to the initial application documents as filed. 

□ Examination as to substance was directed to the documents as specified below: 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

pages of the description, claims and pages of the drawings submitted on , 

the abstract submitted on , and the figure for the abstract submitted on . 

5. □ This Notification is issued without search reports. 

E3 This Notification is issued with consideration of the search results. 

H Below is/are the reference document(s) cited in this Office Action(the reference number(s) will 
be used throughout the examination procedure): 



l 



No. 


Number(s) or Title(s) of Reference(s) 


Date of Publication 
(or the filing date of conflicting application) 


1 


CN144587A 


Date: 5 Month: 3 Year: 1997 


2 


WO0077718A1 


Date: 21 Month: 12 Year: 2000 


3 


US5889885A 


Date: 30 Month: 3 Year: 1999 


4 


US5054101A 


Date: 1 Month: 10 Year: 1991 


5 




Date: Month: Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 
H On the Specification: 

□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

G3 The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations. 
E3 On the Claims: 

El Claim(s) 8 is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 

paragraph 1 of the Implementing Regulations. 

B Claim(s) 1.2.7-9 does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the 
Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the 

Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 

4 of the Patent Law. 

H Claim(s) 3 does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

£3 Claim(s) 1.3.5-9 does/do not comply with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing 
Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the 

Implementing Regulations. 

7. In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

□ The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

S The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and 
make amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion 
of the Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 

□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit 

sufficient reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

□ 

8. The followings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4 
months counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the 
time limit is not met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 
(2) Any amendments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law. Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in 
conformity with the relevant provision contained in "The Examination Guidelines". 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or banded 
over to the "Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to 
the Reception Divisions have no legal effect. 

(4) Without an appointment, the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the 
Patent Office. 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 3 pages and the following attachments: 
H 4 cited reference(s), totaling 71 pages. □ 



Examination Dept. 



Examiner: 



Seal of the Examination Department 



Text of the Notification of the First Office Action 



Through examination, the examiner's comments are as follows. 

1 . Claim 1 does not possess the novelty, which is not in conformity 
with the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claim 1 seeks to protect an image processing apparatus, while 
reference 1 (CN1144587A, W095/27364) discloses a method for binarizing 
pixel data and its apparatus, and specifically discloses following features 
(refers to page 3, line 3 to page 4, line 9 and Fig. 1): image inputting means (3) 
inputs image into a binary data source (equivalent to a plurality of different 
image generating units) to generate a plurality of images, including the 
images whose characters are distinct but having noise (equivalent to the 
second images); these images are input to editing means 9 (equivalent to the 
image combining unit), and the editing means 9 generates a image that 
includes entire shape of the line pattern and does not includes the noise in the 
background. 

By comparing the technical solution sought to be protected by claim 1 
with that of reference 1, it can be found that all the features of claim 1 have 
been disclosed by reference 1 . Claim 1 and reference 1 belong to the same 
technical field, solve the same technical problem, their technical solutions are 
substantially the same, and can produce the same effect. Thus, claim 1 does 
not possess the novelty, which is not in conformity with the provisions of 
paragraph 2 of Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

2. The additional technical feature of claim 2 has been disclosed by 
reference 1. Reference 1 has disclosed that binary data source (1) generates 
binary images of different threshold; evaluation means (10) modifies the 
threshold based on the result of calculation, so as to eliminate the noise in the 



background to obtain a sharp image. The functions of said binary data source 
(1) and evaluation means (10) are equivalent to the background noise 
eliminating unit. Thus, the additional technical feature of claim 2 has been 
disclosed by reference 1 . When claim 1 that claim 2 refers to does not possess 
the novelty, claim 2 is not in conformity with on the novelty of paragraph 2 of 
Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

3. Claim 7 does not possess the novelty, which is not in conformity 
with the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claim 7 seeks to protect an image processing method, while reference 
1 (CN 11 44587 A, W095/27364) discloses a method for binarizing pixel data 
and its apparatus, and specifically discloses following features (refers to page 
3, line 3 to page 4, line 9 and Fig. 1): image inputting means (3) inputs image 
into a binary data source (equivalent to a plurality of different image 
generating units) to generate a plurality of images, including the images 
whose characters are distinct but having noise (equivalent to the second 
images); these images are input to editing means 9 (equivalent to the image 
combining unit), and the editing means 9 generates a image that includes 
entire shape of the line pattern and does not includes the noise in the 
background. 

By comparing the technical solution sought to be protected by claim 7 
with that of reference 1 , it can be found that all the features of claim 7 have 
been disclosed by reference 1 . Claim 7 and reference 1 belong to the same 
technical field, solve the same technical problem, their technical solutions are 
substantially the same, and can produce the same effect. Thus, claim 7 does 
not possess the novelty, which is not in conformity with the provisions of 
paragraph 2 of Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

4. The words " almost " and " satisfactory " in claims 1, 7, 8, 9 are 



indefinite expressions, which causes the protection scope of the claims 
unclear, and this is not in conformity with the provisions of paragraph 1 of 
Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

5. "8-concatenated components of black pixels" in claim 3 is not 
described in the embodiments of the specification, which is not supported by 
the specification, and this is not in conformity with the provisions of 
paragraph 4 of Article 26 of the Chinese Patent Law. The applicant should 
delete it. 

6. The meaning of "4-or-8-concatenated components of black pixels" in 
claim 3 is not clear, which causes the protection scope of claim 3 unclear, and 
this is not in conformity with the provisions of paragraph 1 of Rule 20 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

7. "Nibalck" method, "Yanowitz" method and "Bruckstein" method are 
mentioned in claims 5 and 6. However, how to achieve said method are not 
clear. They are not common terms in the art, and they are not specifically 
described in the specification. Thus, such unclear expressions cause the 
protection scope of claims 5-6 unclear, and this is not in conformity with the 
provisions of paragraph 1 of Rule 20 of the Implementing Regulations of the 
Chinese Patent Law. The applicant should delete claims 5-6. 

8. Claim 8 seeks to protect a program, whose contents area man-made 
rules rather than a technical solution. In accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph 1 (2) of Article 25 of the Chinese Patent Law, the technical 
solution that claim 8 seeks to protect falls into the category of rules and 
methods for mental activities, and are not patentable. Even if claim 8 is 
amended to a method claim, the amended claim will be identical with claim 7, 



and it does not possess novelty. 

9. Claim 9 seeks to protect a storage medium, which is an apparatus 
claim. As an apparatus claims, it should be defined by structural features. 
However, claim 9 is defined by stored contents (such as programs stored 
thereon), which causes the protection scope of the claims unclear, and this is 
not in conformity with the provisions of paragraph 1 of Rule 20 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. Even if claim 9 is 
amended to a method claim or an apparatus claim, the amended claim will be 
identical with claim 7, and it does not possess novelty. 

10. Besides, reference 2 -4 also destroy the novelty of claims 1, 2, 7. 

If the applicant change a depend claim to independent claim, it should be 
noted that the new claim is demarcated into preamble portion and 
characterizing portion based on reference 1 . 

1 1 . "4-concatenated components" mentioned on page 27, line 7 (English 
text) is not clear. It is not clear which part it is. Is it 4 connected pixel or 4 
connected binary images? The applicant should make amendment on it. 

12. The refemce number "S6" and "S7" are not mentioned in the 
specification, which is not in conformity with the provisions of paragraph 1 of 
Rule 19 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. The 
applicant should make amendment on it. 

Based on the above reasons, the application cannot be patented in 
accordance with the present text. The applicant should make amendments as 
directed in the Notification within the specified time limit, and overcome the 
existing deficiencies, otherwise, the application will be rejected. The 



applicant should note that the amendments to the application documents 
cannot go beyond the disclosure contained in the initial specification and 
claims as required by Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law. 
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